Date

Address 1

Address 2

Address 3

Address 4
Dear [Name of Legislator]:

I am writing as a concerned citizen of New Jersey as well as a supporter of The New Jersey Historical Society to implore you to restore state support for history and the arts in the FY04 budget. 

I was shocked to learn that Governor McGreevey has proposed elimination of all history and arts funding, which will force the closing of many cultural institutions and cause the remaining organizations to severely reduce their programming. This action seriously threatens the quality of life in New Jersey, for our cultural institutions are critical both to our economy and to our children’s education.  They are part of our lives today and the insurance that our lives will have meaning in the future.  Cutting funding for history and the arts is a shortsighted act with potentially disastrous, long-term consequences.

The New Jersey Historical Society is a beneficiary of New Jersey Historical Commission grants.  Located in Newark, the Historical Society uses these grants to better serve its visitors, over 80% of whom live and/or work in Newark.  Through the Historical Society’s educational programs, young people are exposed to the primary sources of history – the books, letters, and artifacts that embody the city and state's proud heritage.  As they learn about past peoples and contemporary cultures, they learn the critical thinking skills that are essential to their future participation in a democratic society.  Please do not put the future of these children in jeopardy by endangering the existence of these important programs.

The Governor’s proposed cuts would be devastating not only for The New Jersey Historical Society, but also for history, culture, and arts institutions statewide.  I am asking you to take a leadership role to support the restoration of both grants and budget staff of New Jersey’s cultural organizations in the Department of State’s FY04 budget.  I urge you to take any steps necessary to achieve this goal.   

Please let me know if I can count on you as a friend of the New Jersey history community who recognizes the importance of our state’s proud cultural resources.  I can be reached at [phone number].

Sincerely,

Name
